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Why the Global Market is Paying a Premium for This
Skill Set

Source: McKinsey Global Institute, World Economic Forum, OECD (2026)

Trend Driver | Why It Matters | Global Source

Explosion of immersive media & virtual events | Global conventions and livestream productions are
allocating larger budgets for realistic character aesthetics, driving premium fees for specialized wig stylists |
World Economic Forum

Rapid growth of the global cosplay economy and e-commerce | The $45 billion cosplay market is expanding
at 18 % CAGR, creating sustained demand for high-quality wig styling across merch and influencer channels
| McKinsey Global Institute

Al-enhanced talent analytics revealing skill shortages | LinkedIn Economic Graph shows a 47 % hiring surge,
indicating a shortage of certified wig experts that firms are willing to pay a premium to fill | LinkedIn
Economic Graph
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