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Postgraduate Certificate in Patient Safety and Healthcare

Patient Safety Incident Investigation

Patient Safety Incident Investigation is a critical component of the Postgraduate Certificate in Patient Safety
and Healthcare. This investigation is a systematic process of examining and understanding what happened,
why it happened, and how to prevent it from happening again. It involves the collection and analysis of
data, identification of contributing factors, and the development of recommendations for improvement. In
this explanation, we will discuss key terms and vocabulary related to Patient Safety Incident Investigation.

Patient Safety Incident:
A patient safety incident is an event or series of events that resulted in harm, or had the potential to cause
harm, to a patient. It can include medication errors, surgical errors, falls, pressure ulcers, and healthcare-
associated infections. Patient safety incidents can be categorized as adverse events, near misses, or unsafe
conditions.

Adverse Event:
An adverse event is a patient safety incident that resulted in harm to the patient. It can include injuries,
infections, or other types of harm that were caused by the healthcare system or its providers.

Near Miss:
A near miss is a patient safety incident that had the potential to cause harm but did not. It is an opportunity
to identify and address weaknesses in the system before they result in harm.

Unsafe Condition:
An unsafe condition is a situation or environment that increases the risk of a patient safety incident. It can
include inadequate staffing, lack of equipment, or inadequate policies and procedures.

Root Cause Analysis (RCA):
Root Cause Analysis is a structured investigation process used to identify the underlying causes of patient
safety incidents. It involves collecting and analyzing data, identifying contributing factors, and developing
recommendations to prevent similar incidents from occurring in the future.

Contributing Factor:
A contributing factor is any factor that played a role in the occurrence of a patient safety incident. It can
include individual factors, such as lack of knowledge or skill, or system factors, such as inadequate policies
or procedures.

Data Collection:
Data collection is the process of gathering information about a patient safety incident. It can include
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reviewing medical records, interviewing staff and patients, and collecting data from other sources, such as
electronic health records or incident reporting systems.

Data Analysis:
Data analysis is the process of reviewing and interpreting the data collected during the investigation. It
involves identifying patterns and trends, and determining the contributing factors that led to the incident.

Recommendations:
Recommendations are specific actions that can be taken to prevent similar incidents from occurring in the
future. They can include changes to policies or procedures, additional training for staff, or the
implementation of new technologies.

Challenges in Patient Safety Incident Investigation:

One of the challenges in patient safety incident investigation is the reluctance of healthcare providers to
report incidents. This can be due to fear of punishment, lack of time, or concern about the impact on their
reputation. To overcome this challenge, healthcare organizations can implement a culture of safety that
encourages reporting and provides support for those who report incidents.

Another challenge is the complexity of healthcare systems. Patient safety incidents can be caused by
multiple factors, including human error, system failures, and environmental factors. Investigating these
incidents requires a thorough understanding of the healthcare system and the ability to identify and analyze
contributing factors.

Examples and Practical Applications:

A patient safety incident investigation might involve the following steps:

1. Collection of data: This could include reviewing medical records, interviewing staff and patients, and
collecting data from other sources.
2. Analysis of data: This could involve identifying patterns and trends, and determining the contributing
factors that led to the incident.
3. Root Cause Analysis: This could involve using tools such as fishbone diagrams or cause-and-effect
diagrams to identify the underlying causes of the incident.
4. Development of recommendations: This could include changes to policies or procedures, additional
training for staff, or the implementation of new technologies.

For example, if a patient safety incident involved a medication error, the investigation might include the
following steps:

1. Collection of data: Reviewing the patient's medical record, interviewing the nurse who administered the
medication, and collecting data from the electronic health record.
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2. Analysis of data: Identifying patterns and trends, such as frequent medication errors by the nurse, and
determining the contributing factors, such as inadequate training or inadequate policies and procedures.
3. Root Cause Analysis: Using a fishbone diagram to identify the underlying causes of the medication error,
such as inadequate staffing, lack of equipment, or inadequate communication.
4. Development of recommendations: Implementing new policies and procedures for medication
administration, providing additional training for nurses, and implementing new technologies, such as
barcode medication administration, to prevent similar incidents from occurring in the future.

Conclusion:

Patient Safety Incident Investigation is a critical component of the Postgraduate Certificate in Patient Safety
and Healthcare. It involves a systematic process of examining and understanding what happened, why it
happened, and how to prevent it from happening again. Key terms and vocabulary related to Patient Safety
Incident Investigation include patient safety incident, adverse event, near miss, unsafe condition, Root Cause
Analysis (RCA), contributing factor, data collection, data analysis, and recommendations. Challenges in
patient safety incident investigation include the reluctance of healthcare providers to report incidents and
the complexity of healthcare systems. Examples and practical applications demonstrate the importance of
patient safety incident investigation in preventing similar incidents from occurring in the future. By
implementing a culture of safety and providing support for those who report incidents, healthcare
organizations can improve patient safety and quality of care.
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