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Postgraduate Certificate in Urban Heat Mapping and Analysis

GIS for Urban Heat Mapping

GIS for Urban Heat Mapping:
Urban Heat Mapping refers to the process of using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology to
analyze and visualize the distribution of heat within urban areas. GIS allows for the collection, storage,
analysis, and presentation of spatial data, making it a valuable tool for studying urban heat islands, heat
waves, and heat-related hazards in cities. This course will provide students with the knowledge and skills
needed to conduct urban heat mapping and analysis using GIS techniques.

Key Terms and Vocabulary:

1. Urban Heat Island (UHI):
Urban Heat Island refers to the phenomenon where urban areas experience significantly higher
temperatures than surrounding rural areas due to human activities and modifications. UHIs are caused by
factors such as the heat-absorbing properties of buildings and pavement, lack of vegetation, and waste heat
from vehicles and industrial processes.

2. Remote Sensing:
Remote Sensing is the process of acquiring information about an object or phenomenon without making
physical contact. In the context of urban heat mapping, remote sensing techniques such as satellite imagery
and aerial photography are used to capture thermal data and analyze heat patterns in urban areas.

3. Land Surface Temperature (LST):
Land Surface Temperature refers to the temperature of the Earth's surface as measured by remote sensing
instruments. LST data is crucial for urban heat mapping as it provides information on the spatial distribution
of heat across urban landscapes.

4. Thermal Infrared Imaging:
Thermal Infrared Imaging is a remote sensing technique that captures thermal radiation emitted by objects
and surfaces. This technology is commonly used in urban heat mapping to detect temperature variations
and identify heat sources in urban areas.

5. Spatial Analysis:
Spatial Analysis is the process of examining geographic data to understand patterns, relationships, and
trends. In urban heat mapping, spatial analysis techniques such as interpolation, buffer analysis, and hotspot
identification are used to analyze temperature data and visualize heat distribution in cities.

6. Heat Flux:
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Heat Flux refers to the rate of heat transfer per unit area. In urban heat mapping, heat flux measurements
are used to quantify the amount of heat absorbed or emitted by different surfaces in urban areas, helping
to identify heat sources and assess heat-related risks.

7. Microclimate:
Microclimate refers to the climate conditions within a small-scale area, such as a city block or park.
Understanding microclimates is essential for urban heat mapping as they influence local temperature
patterns and can contribute to the formation of urban heat islands.

8. Heat Stress:
Heat Stress occurs when the body is unable to regulate its internal temperature in response to extreme
heat. Urban heat mapping can help identify areas prone to heat stress, allowing city planners to implement
heat mitigation strategies and protect vulnerable populations.

9. Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI):
Spatial Data Infrastructure is a framework for organizing, sharing, and accessing spatial data. SDI plays a
critical role in urban heat mapping by providing a standardized platform for integrating diverse data
sources, such as land use, climate, and demographic data, to support analysis and decision-making.

10. Heat Mitigation Strategies:
Heat Mitigation Strategies are measures implemented to reduce the impact of extreme heat in urban areas.
Examples include increasing green spaces, implementing cool roofs and pavements, and promoting urban
forestry. Urban heat mapping helps identify areas in need of heat mitigation and assess the effectiveness of
strategies.

11. Geographic Information Systems (GIS):
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are computer-based tools used to capture, store, manipulate,
analyze, and visualize spatial data. GIS technology is essential for urban heat mapping as it allows for the
integration of diverse data layers, such as temperature, land cover, and infrastructure, to create heat maps
and models.

12. Spatial Resolution:
Spatial Resolution refers to the level of detail captured by remote sensing instruments or GIS datasets.
Higher spatial resolution data provides more detailed information on temperature patterns and heat
distribution in urban areas, enabling more accurate urban heat mapping and analysis.

13. Heat Vulnerability Mapping:
Heat Vulnerability Mapping involves identifying populations and areas at higher risk of heat-related health
impacts. By overlaying demographic, socioeconomic, and environmental data in GIS, heat vulnerability maps
can help prioritize heat mitigation efforts and emergency response planning in urban areas.
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14. Urban Planning:
Urban Planning is the process of designing and managing the built environment in urban areas. Urban heat
mapping plays a crucial role in urban planning by providing insights into temperature variations, heat
islands, and heat-related risks, helping to inform land use decisions, infrastructure design, and climate
adaptation strategies.

15. Climate Resilience:
Climate Resilience refers to the ability of cities and communities to withstand and adapt to the impacts of
climate change, including extreme heat events. Urban heat mapping is a valuable tool for assessing climate
resilience by identifying areas vulnerable to heat stress and guiding the development of adaptive strategies
to build more resilient urban environments.

16. Data Visualization:
Data Visualization is the process of representing data graphically to communicate information effectively. In
urban heat mapping, data visualization techniques such as heat maps, contour plots, and 3D models are
used to present temperature data and heat patterns in a visually compelling manner, aiding in the
interpretation and communication of results.

17. Heat Wave Forecasting:
Heat Wave Forecasting involves predicting extreme heat events in advance to help communities prepare
and respond effectively. Urban heat mapping can contribute to heat wave forecasting by providing real-
time temperature data, identifying heat-prone areas, and assessing the potential impacts of heat waves on
urban populations.

18. Participatory Mapping:
Participatory Mapping involves engaging local communities and stakeholders in the process of collecting,
analyzing, and interpreting spatial data. In urban heat mapping, participatory mapping approaches can help
gather local knowledge, perspectives, and priorities, enhancing the relevance and effectiveness of heat
mitigation strategies and urban planning decisions.

19. Environmental Justice:
Environmental Justice refers to the fair distribution of environmental benefits and burdens, regardless of
race, income, or social status. Urban heat mapping can support environmental justice efforts by identifying
areas disproportionately affected by heat stress, guiding equitable heat mitigation investments, and
promoting inclusive decision-making processes in urban planning.

20. Spatial Autocorrelation:
Spatial Autocorrelation refers to the degree of similarity between spatially adjacent data points.
Understanding spatial autocorrelation is essential for urban heat mapping as it helps assess the spatial
patterns and relationships of temperature data, informing the selection of appropriate analysis methods
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and ensuring the reliability of heat mapping results.

21. Heat-Related Health Impacts:
Heat-Related Health Impacts refer to the adverse effects of extreme heat on human health, such as heat
stroke, dehydration, and respiratory problems. Urban heat mapping can help identify areas at higher risk of
heat-related health impacts, enabling public health authorities to implement targeted interventions and
outreach efforts to protect vulnerable populations.

22. Climate Adaptation:
Climate Adaptation involves adjusting to the impacts of climate change to reduce risks and build resilience.
Urban heat mapping is a critical tool for climate adaptation planning by providing insights into temperature
trends, heat vulnerabilities, and adaptation priorities, helping cities develop strategies to cope with rising
temperatures and extreme heat events.

23. Green Infrastructure:
Green Infrastructure refers to natural or nature-based solutions that mimic the functions of natural
ecosystems to provide multiple benefits, such as reducing heat, improving air quality, and enhancing
biodiversity. Urban heat mapping can inform the design and placement of green infrastructure elements,
such as parks, green roofs, and urban forests, to mitigate heat islands and enhance urban livability.

24. Building Energy Efficiency:
Building Energy Efficiency refers to the design and operation of buildings to minimize energy consumption
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Urban heat mapping can help identify heat loss and gain in
buildings, optimize energy performance, and inform energy-efficient building design strategies to combat
urban heat islands and contribute to climate mitigation efforts.

25. Thermal Comfort:
Thermal Comfort is the state of satisfaction with the thermal environment, influenced by factors such as
temperature, humidity, and air movement. Urban heat mapping can assess thermal comfort conditions in
outdoor and indoor spaces, guiding the design of urban environments that promote human well-being,
productivity, and quality of life.

26. Greenhouse Gas Emissions:
Greenhouse Gas Emissions are gases that trap heat in the Earth's atmosphere, contributing to global
warming and climate change. Urban heat mapping can help quantify and analyze greenhouse gas emissions
from urban sources, such as buildings, transportation, and industry, supporting efforts to reduce emissions,
improve air quality, and mitigate the urban heat island effect.

27. Heat-Resilient Design:
Heat-Resilient Design involves incorporating climate-responsive strategies into urban planning, architecture,
and infrastructure to minimize heat exposure and enhance comfort in urban environments. Urban heat
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mapping can inform heat-resilient design practices, such as green building techniques, passive cooling
strategies, and shade provision, to create more sustainable and livable cities in the face of rising
temperatures and heat risks.

28. Big Data Analytics:
Big Data Analytics refers to the process of analyzing large and complex datasets to extract insights, patterns,
and trends. In urban heat mapping, big data analytics techniques can be used to process massive amounts
of temperature and environmental data, uncover hidden relationships, and generate predictive models to
support evidence-based decision-making and urban heat management strategies.

29. Interdisciplinary Collaboration:
Interdisciplinary Collaboration involves working across different fields, such as geography, environmental
science, public health, and urban planning, to address complex urban challenges like heat mapping. Urban
heat mapping requires interdisciplinary collaboration to integrate diverse expertise, perspectives, and
methodologies, fostering innovative solutions and holistic approaches to understanding and addressing
urban heat islands and climate-related risks.

30. Citizen Science:
Citizen Science refers to the involvement of the public in scientific research and data collection. In urban
heat mapping, citizen science initiatives can engage residents, community groups, and schools in
monitoring temperature data, mapping heat islands, and identifying heat-related issues in their
neighborhoods, promoting public awareness, education, and empowerment in addressing urban heat
challenges.

31. Resilient Communities:
Resilient Communities are communities that can adapt and respond effectively to environmental, social, and
economic challenges, such as extreme heat events. Urban heat mapping plays a key role in building resilient
communities by providing information on heat risks, vulnerabilities, and adaptation options, fostering
community engagement, capacity-building, and collaboration to enhance climate resilience and well-being
in urban areas.

32. Heat Mapping Software:
Heat Mapping Software are specialized tools and platforms used for creating, analyzing, and visualizing
heat maps and temperature data. Popular GIS software packages for urban heat mapping include ArcGIS,
QGIS, and ENVI, which offer a range of features, such as spatial analysis tools, thermal image processing,
and heat map generation, to support advanced heat mapping applications and research.

33. Urban Heat Management:
Urban Heat Management refers to the coordinated efforts and strategies aimed at reducing heat exposure,
improving thermal comfort, and enhancing climate resilience in urban areas. Urban heat mapping is a

Read online: https://shortcourses.lsibonline.com/guides/3347689/gis-
for-urban-heat-mapping

London School of International Business · 21 Jun 2026



G U I D E

fundamental component of urban heat management, providing valuable insights into temperature patterns,
heat vulnerabilities, and mitigation options to guide policy-making, planning decisions, and community
actions for creating more sustainable and healthy cities in a warming world.

34. Climate Change Adaptation:
Climate Change Adaptation involves adjusting to the impacts of climate change to reduce risks and build
resilience. Urban heat mapping is a critical tool for climate adaptation planning by providing insights into
temperature trends, heat vulnerabilities, and adaptation priorities, helping cities develop strategies to cope
with rising temperatures and extreme heat events.

35. Heat Exposure Monitoring:
Heat Exposure Monitoring involves tracking and assessing human exposure to extreme heat conditions to
prevent heat-related illnesses and fatalities. Urban heat mapping can support heat exposure monitoring by
identifying hotspots, heat-prone areas, and vulnerable populations, enabling public health agencies,
emergency responders, and community organizations to implement targeted interventions, early warnings,
and heat relief measures to protect public health and safety during heat waves and extreme heat events.

36. Green Roofs:
Green Roofs are vegetated roofs that provide multiple benefits, such as reducing heat absorption,
improving air quality, and enhancing urban biodiversity. Urban heat mapping can inform the design and
placement of green roofs in cities to mitigate heat islands, reduce energy consumption, and enhance urban
sustainability, contributing to climate adaptation, biodiversity conservation, and quality of life in urban
environments.

37. Urban Heat Monitoring Networks:
Urban Heat Monitoring Networks are systems of sensors and monitoring stations deployed across urban
areas to collect real-time temperature data and track heat variations. Urban heat mapping can utilize urban
heat monitoring networks to assess temperature trends, patterns, and anomalies, enabling timely
interventions, urban planning decisions, and climate adaptation strategies to address heat risks and
enhance urban resilience in a changing climate.

38. Heat-Related Mortality:
Heat-Related Mortality refers to deaths caused by extreme heat events, such as heat waves, which can have
severe impacts on public health, particularly among vulnerable populations. Urban heat mapping can help
identify areas at higher risk of heat-related mortality, enabling health agencies, emergency responders, and
policymakers to develop targeted interventions, heat action plans, and public health campaigns to prevent
heat-related deaths and protect community well-being during heat emergencies.

39. Urban Heat Mapping Challenges:
Urban Heat Mapping presents several challenges, including data availability, data quality, data integration,
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spatial scale, temporal resolution, model validation, uncertainty analysis, stakeholder engagement, and
communication of results. Overcoming these challenges requires interdisciplinary collaboration, advanced
spatial analysis techniques, innovative data collection methods, and effective communication strategies to
ensure the accuracy, reliability, and usability of urban heat mapping efforts for informing decision-making,
policy development, and community actions to address heat risks and create more sustainable, resilient, and
livable cities in a warming world.

40. Climate Change Mitigation:
Climate Change Mitigation involves reducing greenhouse gas emissions and limiting global warming to
prevent the impacts of climate change. Urban heat mapping can support climate change mitigation efforts
by identifying sources of heat emissions, analyzing heat trends, and assessing the effectiveness of
mitigation strategies, such as green infrastructure, energy efficiency, and urban planning, to reduce heat
islands, improve air quality, and promote sustainable urban development for mitigating climate change
impacts and enhancing urban livability in a changing climate.

41. Urban Heat Mapping Applications:
Urban Heat Mapping has diverse applications, including urban planning, public health, environmental
management, disaster risk reduction, urban design, green infrastructure planning, climate adaptation, heat
action planning, community engagement, policy development, and research. Urban heat mapping can
inform decision-making, policy development, and community actions to address heat risks, enhance climate
resilience, and create healthier, more sustainable, and livable cities for all residents, visitors, and future
generations in a warming world.

42. Heat Island Effect:
Heat Island Effect refers to the phenomenon where urban areas experience significantly higher
temperatures than surrounding rural areas due to human activities, land cover changes, and urban
infrastructure. Urban heat mapping can quantify the extent of the heat island effect, identify contributing
factors, and assess the impacts on human health, energy consumption, and urban ecosystems, guiding heat
mitigation efforts, urban planning decisions, and climate adaptation strategies to reduce heat islands and
create more resilient, sustainable, and equitable cities in a changing climate.

43. Urban Heat Mapping Tools:
Urban Heat Mapping Tools are software applications, platforms, and resources used for conducting heat
mapping analysis, visualization, and modeling. Popular urban heat mapping tools include GIS software,
remote sensing platforms, thermal imaging devices, weather stations, heat sensors, data processing
algorithms, and visualization techniques, which enable researchers, practitioners, and policymakers to
collect, analyze, and communicate temperature data, heat patterns, and heat risks in urban areas for
informing decision-making, policy development, and community actions to address urban heat challenges
and create healthier, more sustainable, and resilient cities in a warming world.
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44. Heat Risk Assessment:
Heat Risk Assessment involves evaluating the potential impacts of extreme heat events on human health,
infrastructure, ecosystems, and economies to inform heat mitigation strategies and emergency response
planning. Urban heat mapping can support heat risk assessment by analyzing temperature data, identifying
heat vulnerabilities, and mapping heat exposure, enabling stakeholders, decision-makers, and communities
to develop targeted interventions, heat action plans, and climate adaptation measures to reduce heat risks,
protect public health, and enhance urban resilience in the face of rising temperatures and heat-related
hazards in cities.

45. Urban Heat Mapping Best Practices:
Urban Heat Mapping Best Practices include data collection, data processing, data analysis, data
visualization, model development, model validation, stakeholder engagement, communication of results,
and integration of findings into decision-making and policy development processes. Urban heat mapping
best practices emphasize the importance of accuracy, reliability, transparency, reproducibility, inclusivity,
and usability in conducting heat mapping studies, informing evidence-based decision-making, and
empowering communities to address heat risks, build climate resilience, and create more sustainable,
healthy, and livable cities for all residents, visitors, and future generations in a changing climate.

46. Heat Island Mitigation:
Heat Island Mitigation involves implementing strategies and measures to reduce the impacts of heat islands
on urban environments, human health, and quality of life. Urban heat mapping can inform heat island
mitigation efforts by identifying heat sources, assessing heat distribution, and prioritizing interventions,
such as cool roofs, green spaces, reflective pavements, and urban forestry, to reduce heat absorption,
improve thermal comfort, and enhance urban livability, contributing to climate adaptation, biodiversity
conservation, and sustainable urban development in a warming world.

47. Heat Stress Index:
Heat Stress Index is a measure of the combined effects of temperature, humidity, and wind speed on human
comfort and health during heat events. Urban heat mapping can calculate heat stress indices based on
temperature data, weather conditions, and local factors, enabling public health agencies, emergency
responders, and community organizations to assess heat risks, issue warnings, and implement heat relief
measures to protect vulnerable populations, prevent heat-related illnesses, and promote public safety and
well-being during extreme heat events in urban areas.
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