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Postgraduate Certificate in Leadership in Special and Inclusive Education

Curriculum Adaptation for Diverse Learners,

Adaptive Curriculum – A curriculum that is intentionally modified to meet the varied learning profiles of
students while preserving core learning outcomes. Related terms: Universal Design for Learning,
Differentiated Instruction, Curriculum Alignment. The adaptive curriculum uses flexible pathways, allowing
learners to access content through multiple modalities (visual, auditory, kinesthetic) and at varying depths
of complexity. For example, a science unit on ecosystems may provide a graphic novel version for visual
learners, a podcast for auditory learners, and a hands‑on field investigation for kinesthetic learners. Practical
application requires teachers to map essential standards to multiple entry points and to develop assessment
rubrics that capture progress across diverse representations. Challenges include ensuring fidelity to
standards, managing increased planning time, and providing adequate professional development for staff
to design and implement adaptive pathways effectively.

Assessment Accommodation – Modifications to the assessment environment or format that enable learners
with disabilities to demonstrate their knowledge without the barrier of the disability itself. Related terms:
Reasonable Adjustment, Accessibility, Test Modification. Common accommodations include extended time,
alternative response formats (oral, typed, or using assistive devices), and adjusted lighting or seating
arrangements. An example is allowing a student with dysgraphia to type essay responses instead of
handwriting them. Practical application involves collaborating with assessment specialists to identify
appropriate accommodations, documenting them in an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), and ensuring
that the integrity of the assessment remains intact. Challenges arise in balancing equity with validity,
training staff to implement accommodations consistently, and addressing misconceptions that
accommodations lower expectations.

Assistive Technology (AT) – Hardware or software tools that support or enhance the functional capabilities
of learners with disabilities. Related terms: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, Digital
Accessibility, Adaptive Devices. Examples include speech‑to‑text software for students with writing
difficulties, screen readers for visually impaired learners, and switch‑activated devices for students with
motor impairments. In practice, teachers conduct a needs analysis, select appropriate AT, provide training,
and integrate the technology into daily instruction. Effective AT integration can increase independence,
motivation, and academic achievement. However, challenges include budgeting constraints, ensuring
compatibility with existing learning platforms, providing ongoing technical support, and avoiding
over‑reliance on technology at the expense of developing underlying skills.

Behavioural Intervention Plan (BIP) – A structured plan that outlines strategies to prevent and address
challenging behaviours, promoting a positive learning environment. Related terms: Positive Behaviour
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Support, Functional Behaviour Assessment, Behavioural Modification. A BIP is developed after a Functional
Behaviour Assessment identifies the antecedents, behaviours, and consequences maintaining the behaviour.
For instance, a student who disengages during group work may receive visual cues and scheduled breaks as
part of the BIP. Practical application requires collaboration among teachers, specialists, and families, with
clear roles, monitoring procedures, and data‑driven adjustments. Challenges include maintaining
consistency across settings, ensuring staff buy‑in, and preventing the plan from becoming punitive rather
than supportive.

Collaborative Teaching – A co‑teaching model where two or more educators share responsibility for
planning, delivering, and assessing instruction for a heterogeneous group of learners. Related terms: Team
Teaching, Co‑Teaching, Inclusive Pedagogy. In an inclusive classroom, a general education teacher and a
special education teacher may jointly deliver a mathematics lesson, with one focusing on conceptual
explanations while the other provides scaffolding for students with learning difficulties. Practical application
involves joint lesson planning, clear division of labour, and reflective practice to refine collaboration.
Benefits include diversified expertise, reduced teacher isolation, and richer instructional strategies.
Challenges include scheduling constraints, differing teaching philosophies, and the need for ongoing
professional development to sustain effective partnership dynamics.

Cultural Responsiveness – An instructional approach that acknowledges, respects, and integrates students’
cultural backgrounds into teaching and learning processes. Related terms: Multicultural Education, Culturally
Sustaining Pedagogy, Equity. A culturally responsive teacher might incorporate stories from students’
heritage when teaching narrative structure, thereby validating identity and increasing engagement. Practical
application entails curriculum audit for representation, adapting materials to reflect diverse cultures, and
employing culturally relevant assessment methods. Challenges include avoiding tokenism, confronting
implicit biases, and ensuring that cultural adaptations do not compromise curricular rigor.

Curriculum Mapping – The process of aligning learning objectives, instructional activities, resources, and
assessments across grade levels and subjects to ensure coherence and progression. Related terms: Scope
and Sequence, Instructional Planning, Alignment. For diverse learners, curriculum maps include
differentiated pathways and adaptation notes, such as alternative texts for literacy units. Practical
application requires collaborative planning teams to create visual maps that highlight where adaptations are
needed and how they connect to standards. Challenges involve maintaining up‑to‑date maps, integrating
data from multiple sources, and ensuring that adaptations are systematically documented rather than
ad‑hoc.

Differentiated Instruction (DI) – A pedagogical framework that tailors content, process, product, and
learning environment to meet the varied readiness levels, interests, and learning profiles of students.
Related terms: Adaptive Curriculum, Tiered Instruction, Flexible Grouping. An example of DI is offering a set
of reading comprehension tasks at three levels of complexity, allowing each student to work at an
appropriate challenge point. Practical application includes pre‑assessment to gauge readiness, ongoing
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formative checks, and the use of learning stations. Challenges include the risk of creating overly rigid tiers,
the time required for planning multiple pathways, and ensuring that differentiation does not lead to
segregation within the classroom.

Early Intervention – Services provided to infants and toddlers who exhibit developmental delays or
disabilities, aiming to mitigate long‑term impacts through targeted support. Related terms: Developmental
Screening, Family‑Centered Practice, IDEA Part C. Early intervention may involve speech‑language therapy
for a child with emerging articulation difficulties, delivered in the home setting. Practical application
requires interdisciplinary collaboration, individualized goal setting, and regular progress monitoring.
Challenges include securing timely referrals, coordinating services across agencies, and engaging families
who may have limited resources or language barriers.

Equity vs. Equality – The distinction between providing the same resources to all learners (equality) and
allocating resources based on individual needs to achieve fair outcomes (equity). Related terms: Social
Justice, Access, Inclusive Practice. In curriculum adaptation, equity means offering additional support, such
as scaffolded worksheets, to students who need them, rather than assuming a one‑size‑fits‑all approach.
Practical application involves data‑driven decision‑making to identify gaps and allocate resources
accordingly. Challenges include confronting systemic inequities, addressing bias in resource distribution,
and communicating the rationale for differentiated support to stakeholders.

Evidence‑Based Practice (EBP) – Instructional and intervention strategies that have been rigorously tested
and shown to produce positive outcomes for learners. Related terms: Research‑Informed Instruction, Best
Practice, Data‑Driven Decision Making. An EBP for reading difficulties is the Structured Literacy approach,
which emphasizes explicit phonics instruction. Practical application requires teachers to stay current with
research, critically evaluate interventions, and monitor student response. Challenges include translating
research findings into classroom practice, limited access to high‑quality professional development, and
balancing fidelity with necessary adaptations for diverse contexts.

Flexible Grouping – The strategic organization of students into temporary groups based on instructional
goals, skill levels, or interests, with the expectation that group membership changes over time. Related
terms: Cooperative Learning, Heterogeneous Grouping, Tiered Instruction. A teacher might form a small
group of students who need additional support with fractions while another group works on advanced
problem‑solving. Practical application involves clear criteria for group formation, clear learning targets for
each group, and regular regrouping based on formative data. Challenges include managing classroom
logistics, preventing stigma, and ensuring that all groups receive high‑quality instruction.

Formative Assessment – Ongoing assessments that provide feedback to inform teaching and learning
adjustments during the instructional process. Related terms: Diagnostic Assessment, Feedback Loop,
Learning Analytics. Examples include exit tickets, think‑aloud protocols, and digital quizzes that adapt to
student responses. In diverse classrooms, formative assessments can reveal which adaptations are effective
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and where further support is needed. Practical application requires teachers to design quick, low‑stakes
measures, analyze results promptly, and modify instruction accordingly. Challenges include time constraints,
ensuring reliability across varied student abilities, and avoiding over‑reliance on technology that may not be
accessible to all learners.

Functional Behaviour Assessment (FBA) – A systematic process to identify the purpose or function of a
challenging behaviour, informing the development of targeted interventions. Related terms: Behavioural
Intervention Plan, Antecedent‑Behaviour‑Consequence, Positive Behaviour Support. An FBA might reveal
that a student’s off‑task behaviour serves to escape a demanding math task. Practical application includes
collecting data through observations, interviews, and checklists, then using the findings to design
antecedent modifications and teach alternative behaviours. Challenges involve ensuring objectivity in data
collection, maintaining confidentiality, and integrating findings with academic adaptations.

Individualized Education Plan (IEP) – A legally binding document that outlines a student’s unique
educational needs, goals, accommodations, and services. Related terms: Section 504 Plan, Special Education,
Least Restrictive Environment. The IEP includes measurable annual goals, specific adaptations (e.G., Use of
graphic organizers), and progress monitoring methods. Practical application requires collaborative
development among educators, specialists, families, and the student when appropriate. Challenges include
aligning IEP goals with general curriculum standards, ensuring timely implementation, and navigating
bureaucratic processes that may delay service provision.

Inclusive Pedagogy – Teaching practices that actively engage all learners, valuing diversity and removing
barriers to participation. Related terms: Universal Design for Learning, Differentiated Instruction, Social
Inclusion. Inclusive pedagogy may involve co‑creating classroom norms that respect neurodiversity, using
multimodal resources, and fostering peer support networks. Practical application demands reflective
practice, ongoing professional learning, and a school culture that prioritizes inclusion. Challenges include
resistance to change, limited resources for adaptation, and the need to address deep‑seated attitudes
about ability and disability.

Learning Profile – A comprehensive description of a learner’s strengths, preferences, challenges, and needs
across cognitive, sensory, emotional, and social domains. Related terms: Strengths‑Based Assessment,
Neurodiversity, Personalised Learning. A learning profile for a student with ADHD might highlight high
creativity, difficulty with sustained attention, and preference for movement‑based activities. Practically,
teachers use learning profiles to design differentiated tasks, select appropriate assistive technologies, and
communicate student needs to peers. Challenges involve gathering accurate data, updating profiles as
students develop, and ensuring that profiles inform instruction rather than labeling students.

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) – A principle that students with disabilities should be educated with
non‑disabled peers to the maximum extent appropriate. Related terms: Inclusion, Segregation,
Mainstreaming. LRE may involve a student spending part of the day in a general education classroom with
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support services, and part in a specialized setting for intensive intervention. Practical application requires
careful placement decisions, collaborative scheduling, and monitoring of academic and social outcomes.
Challenges include balancing individualized support with exposure to peers, managing logistical constraints,
and addressing parental concerns about academic rigor.

Multimodal Instruction – Delivery of content through multiple sensory channels (visual, auditory, kinesthetic,
tactile) to enhance comprehension and retention. Related terms: Universal Design for Learning, Dual Coding
Theory, Sensory Integration. A lesson on fractions might include a visual representation using pie charts, an
oral explanation, a manipulatives activity, and a digital simulation. Practical application involves selecting
resources that complement each other and align with learning objectives. Challenges include ensuring that
all modalities are accessible (e.G., Providing captions for audio), avoiding cognitive overload, and allocating
sufficient time for each mode.

Neurodiversity – A perspective that frames neurological differences (such as autism, dyslexia, ADHD) as
natural variations of human cognition rather than deficits. Related terms: Strengths‑Based Approach,
Inclusive Language, Social Model of Disability. Embracing neurodiversity in curriculum adaptation means
designing learning experiences that capitalize on unique cognitive strengths, such as pattern recognition in
autistic learners or hyperfocus in ADHD learners. Practical application includes offering choice, flexible
pacing, and opportunities for depth rather than surface learning. Challenges involve shifting entrenched
deficit‑oriented mindsets, providing appropriate supports without pathologizing differences, and ensuring
that neurodiverse learners have equitable access to assessment.

Outcome‑Based Assessment – Evaluation that focuses on whether learners have achieved specified
competencies or outcomes, rather than on the process of learning alone. Related terms: Competency-Based
Education, Mastery Learning, Standards Alignment. In an inclusive setting, outcome‑based assessment may
involve performance tasks that allow multiple means of expression, such as a video presentation, a poster,
or a written report. Practical application requires clear rubrics, transparent criteria, and opportunities for
revision. Challenges include maintaining consistency across varied response formats, ensuring that
standards remain rigorous, and providing timely feedback to diverse learners.

Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK) – The intersection of subject‑matter expertise and instructional
strategies that facilitate student understanding. Related terms: Teacher Knowledge, Curriculum Knowledge,
Instructional Expertise. For diverse learners, strong PCK enables teachers to anticipate misconceptions,
select appropriate scaffolds, and adapt explanations without diluting content. An example is a mathematics
teacher who knows both the abstract concept of proportional reasoning and the concrete manipulatives
that help students visualize ratios. Practical application involves ongoing professional development,
reflective practice, and collaboration with content specialists. Challenges include the need for deep content
mastery, resistance to altering traditional instructional models, and the time required to develop nuanced
adaptations.
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Personalised Learning Plans (PLP) – Student‑centered roadmaps that outline individualized goals, preferred
learning pathways, and progress metrics, often incorporating technology‑driven tracking. Related terms:
Learning Management System, Adaptive Learning, Student Agency. A PLP may allow a learner to choose
between a project‑based investigation or a traditional worksheet to achieve a science standard, with
milestones recorded in a digital portfolio. Practical application includes co‑creating PLPs with students,
integrating data from formative assessments, and providing flexible timelines. Challenges involve ensuring
alignment with curriculum standards, preventing fragmentation of learning experiences, and managing the
data workload for teachers.

Professional Learning Communities (PLC) – Structured groups of educators who collaboratively analyze data,
share practices, and develop strategies to improve student outcomes. Related terms: Collaborative Inquiry,
Teacher Development, School Improvement. In the context of curriculum adaptation, PLCs might focus on
developing differentiated resources for a core literacy unit or evaluating the efficacy of assistive
technologies. Practical application includes regular meeting cycles, shared norms, and collective
responsibility for student progress. Challenges include scheduling constraints, sustaining momentum, and
balancing individual teacher autonomy with collective decision‑making.

Progress Monitoring – Systematic collection and analysis of data to track student growth toward specific
goals over time. Related terms: Data‑Driven Instruction, Formative Assessment, Benchmarking. Tools such as
curriculum‑based measurement (CBM) probes can be administered weekly to gauge reading fluency for
students receiving interventions. Practical application requires establishing baseline data, setting
measurable targets, and adjusting instruction based on trends. Challenges include ensuring reliable data
collection across diverse learners, interpreting data within the context of accommodations, and allocating
sufficient time for analysis.

Reasonable Adjustment – Modifications that remove barriers for students with disabilities, ensuring they can
access the same educational opportunities as their peers. Related terms: Accommodation, Accessibility,
Legal Compliance. Adjustments may include providing a scribe for a student with a motor impairment,
simplifying language in test items, or allowing oral responses. Practical application involves identifying
specific barriers through assessment, documenting adjustments in the IEP or 504 plan, and reviewing
effectiveness regularly. Challenges encompass balancing fairness with academic standards, avoiding
inadvertent lowering of expectations, and ensuring that adjustments are not perceived as preferential
treatment.

Response to Intervention (RTI) – A multi‑tiered framework that provides increasing levels of support based
on student response to evidence‑based instruction. Related terms: Multi‑Tiered System of Supports, Tiered
Intervention, Data‑Based Decision Making. Tier 1 represents universal instruction, Tier 2 offers targeted
small‑group interventions, and Tier 3 delivers intensive individualized support. For example, a student
struggling with reading comprehension may receive systematic phonics instruction (Tier 1), supplemental
small‑group tutoring (Tier 2), and one‑on‑one intensive remediation (Tier 3). Practical application requires

Read online: https://shortcourses.lsibonline.com/glossaries/5223955/
curriculum-adaptation-for-diverse-learners

London School of International Business · 25 Jun 2026



G LO S S A RY

clear screening protocols, fidelity monitoring, and documentation of progress at each tier. Challenges
include ensuring that Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions are truly evidence‑based, preventing the “wait‑to‑refer”
trap, and aligning RTI data with special education referral processes.

Scaffolded Instruction – A teaching approach that provides temporary supports to help learners accomplish
tasks they cannot yet perform independently. Related terms: Zone of Proximal Development, Gradual
Release, Support Structures. Scaffolds may include graphic organizers, sentence starters, or think‑aloud
modeling. As competence develops, supports are gradually withdrawn. A teacher might initially provide a
partially completed essay outline, then reduce guidance as the student gains confidence. Practical
application involves diagnosing the learner’s current level, selecting appropriate scaffolds, and monitoring
independence. Challenges include determining the optimal level of support, avoiding over‑scaffolding that
limits autonomy, and ensuring that scaffolds are culturally and linguistically appropriate.

Section 504 Plan – A plan developed under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 that outlines accommodations for
students with disabilities who do not qualify for special education services but still require support to access
the general curriculum. Related terms: Reasonable Accommodation, Accessibility, Legal Rights. A 504 plan
might provide preferential seating, extended testing time, or note‑taking assistance. Practical application
involves a formal evaluation, documentation of needed accommodations, and coordination among
teachers, counselors, and administrators. Challenges include ensuring consistency across school sites,
integrating accommodations seamlessly into instruction, and navigating parental concerns about stigma.

Social‑Emotional Learning (SEL) – The process through which students develop skills for self‑awareness,
self‑management, social awareness, relationship building, and responsible decision‑making. Related terms:
Emotional Intelligence, Positive School Climate, Restorative Practices. SEL is crucial for diverse learners, as
many may experience heightened anxiety, trauma, or social isolation. Practical application includes
integrating SEL lessons into daily routines, using reflective journals, and teaching conflict‑resolution
strategies. Challenges involve aligning SEL with academic standards, providing culturally responsive SEL
content, and measuring SEL outcomes reliably.

Special Educational Needs (SEN) – A broad term encompassing a range of learning difficulties, disabilities,
and giftedness that require additional support beyond typical classroom provision. Related terms: Inclusion,
Differentiation, Support Services. SEN may include dyslexia, auditory processing disorder, or high‑ability
learners. In curriculum adaptation, recognizing SEN informs the selection of appropriate interventions,
accommodations, and enrichment opportunities. Practical application requires comprehensive assessment,
individualized planning, and ongoing review. Challenges include differentiating between temporary learning
gaps and persistent SEN, ensuring equitable resource allocation, and fostering collaborative partnerships
with families.

Student‑Centered Learning – An instructional approach that places learners’ interests, needs, and agency at
the forefront of the educational experience. Related terms: Personalized Learning, Constructivism, Learner
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Autonomy. Student‑centered learning may involve project‑based tasks where students select topics, set
goals, and determine assessment criteria. For diverse learners, this model supports self‑advocacy and allows
for flexible pacing. Practical application includes providing choice menus, facilitating peer collaboration, and
offering ongoing feedback. Challenges consist of balancing curriculum coverage with learner choice,
ensuring that all students meet core standards, and providing sufficient scaffolding for those who need it.

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) – A framework that guides the development of flexible learning
environments that can accommodate individual learning differences. Related terms: Multiple Means of
Representation, Multiple Means of Action, Multiple Means of Engagement. UDL principles encourage
offering options for perception (e.G., Captioned videos), for expression (e.G., Oral presentations, digital
storytelling), and for motivation (e.G., Choice, relevance). Practical application includes designing lessons
with built‑in alternatives, using accessible technology, and continuously gathering learner feedback.
Challenges involve shifting from a “one‑size‑fits‑all” mindset, ensuring that all three UDL principles are
addressed, and providing professional development that deepens teachers’ understanding of UDL design.

Vygotskian Scaffolding – A concept derived from Lev Vygotsky’s theory of the Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD), emphasizing support that enables learners to accomplish tasks just beyond their
independent capability. Related terms: ZPD, Collaborative Learning, Guided Participation. In practice, a
teacher might co‑construct a math problem with a student, gradually releasing responsibility as
competence grows. Practical application requires diagnosing the ZPD through observation, providing timely
prompts, and encouraging peer collaboration. Challenges include accurately identifying the ZPD for each
learner, avoiding premature withdrawal of support, and ensuring that scaffolding aligns with curricular
goals.

Weighted Grading – An assessment system that assigns different point values to tasks based on complexity,
depth, or relevance, allowing students to demonstrate mastery across varied levels. Related terms: Mastery
Grading, Competency Weighting, Differentiated Assessment. For example, a language arts unit may weight
a research paper more heavily than a reflective journal, providing opportunities for students to excel in
preferred formats. Practical application involves transparent communication of weightings, aligning them
with learning outcomes, and using rubrics that capture the intended depth. Challenges include preventing
grade inflation, ensuring fairness across diverse learners, and maintaining clarity for students and parents.

Whole‑School Inclusion – A systemic approach where inclusive practices are embedded in policies, curricula,
staffing, and school culture, ensuring that all students learn together in the same environment. Related
terms: Schoolwide Reform, Inclusive Policy, Collaborative Leadership. Whole‑school inclusion may involve
universal professional development, shared resources for differentiation, and coordinated support teams.
Practical application requires leadership commitment, data‑driven planning, and continuous evaluation of
inclusion metrics. Challenges include changing entrenched practices, securing sustainable funding for
support services, and addressing varied stakeholder expectations.
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Yield‑Based Curriculum – A curriculum design that focuses on the measurable outcomes (or yields) of
instruction, ensuring that each learning activity contributes directly to intended standards. Related terms:
Outcome‑Focused Design, Backward Planning, Assessment Alignment. In a yield‑based approach, teachers
start with the desired performance evidence and then select or adapt content that leads to that evidence.
Practical application includes mapping each lesson to a specific assessment target and designing activities
that scaffold toward that target. Challenges involve maintaining flexibility for individual adaptation while
preserving a clear focus on the intended yield, and ensuring that the curriculum does not become overly
prescriptive.

Zero‑Tolerance Policy – A school policy that mandates predetermined consequences for specific behaviours,
often without regard for context or individual circumstances. Related terms: Behaviour Management,
Disciplinary Policy, Restorative Practice. While intended to promote safety, zero‑tolerance policies can
inadvertently marginalize students with disabilities whose behaviours stem from unmet needs. Practical
application calls for reviewing policies through an inclusive lens, incorporating functional behaviour
assessments, and replacing punitive measures with supportive interventions. Challenges include shifting
institutional culture, aligning policy with legal obligations (e.G., IDEA), and training staff to implement
nuanced responses.

Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) – The distance between what a learner can do independently and
what they can achieve with guidance and support. Related terms: Vygotskian Scaffolding, Collaborative
Learning, Guided Instruction. The ZPD informs the design of instructional supports that are neither too easy
nor too difficult. For a student learning algebraic reasoning, the ZPD might include solving linear equations
with teacher‑led modeling before moving to independent practice. Practical application requires ongoing
assessment to locate the ZPD, purposeful pairing of learners for peer tutoring, and strategic release of
responsibility. Challenges include accurately gauging the ZPD for each learner, especially in heterogeneous
classrooms, and ensuring that supports are withdrawn at the appropriate moment to foster independence.

Adaptive Learning Software – Digital platforms that use algorithms to personalize instructional content,
pacing, and feedback based on real‑time learner data. Related terms: Learning Analytics, Differentiated
Instruction, EdTech. An adaptive math program may present increasingly complex problem sets as the
student demonstrates mastery, while providing remedial practice for concepts that remain weak. Practical
application involves integrating the software with classroom instruction, training teachers to interpret
analytics, and ensuring that data privacy standards are met. Challenges include the risk of over‑reliance on
algorithmic decisions, ensuring content alignment with curriculum standards, and addressing accessibility
for learners with sensory or motor impairments.

Co‑Teaching Model – An instructional arrangement where two educators share responsibility for planning,
delivering, and assessing a single class, often pairing a generalist with a specialist. Related terms:
Collaborative Teaching, Team Teaching, Inclusive Instruction. In a co‑teaching scenario, one teacher may
lead the whole‑group instruction while the other provides targeted support to a small group of learners
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with language difficulties. Practical application demands clear communication, joint lesson planning, and
shared accountability for student outcomes. Challenges include aligning schedules, balancing professional
identities, and ensuring that both teachers are equally valued in the partnership.

Curriculum Compacting – The process of streamlining curriculum for students who have already mastered
certain content, allowing them to move ahead without redundancy. Related terms: Acceleration, Enrichment,
Mastery Learning. A teacher may administer a pre‑assessment on fractions; students who demonstrate
proficiency can skip basic exercises and engage in a project exploring real‑world applications of ratios.
Practical application includes creating flexible pacing guides, providing alternative assignments, and
monitoring progress to prevent gaps. Challenges involve ensuring that compacting does not lead to missed
connections with subsequent concepts, maintaining equity among peers, and providing appropriate
challenge for gifted learners.

Digital Accessibility – The practice of designing digital resources so that they can be used by all learners,
including those with disabilities. Related terms: WCAG, Assistive Technology, Inclusive Design. Accessibility
features include alt‑text for images, captioned videos, and keyboard‑navigable interfaces. In curriculum
adaptation, ensuring digital accessibility means that e‑books, learning management systems, and online
assessments are usable by students with visual, auditory, or motor impairments. Practical application
requires auditing digital content, collaborating with IT staff, and providing training on accessibility
standards. Challenges consist of keeping up with evolving technology, addressing legacy content that lacks
accessibility, and balancing aesthetic design with functional accessibility.

Evidence‑Based Intervention – An instructional or therapeutic strategy that has demonstrated effectiveness
through rigorous research and evaluation. Related terms: Best Practice, Scientific Validation, Outcome
Research. For reading difficulties, the Orton‑Gillingham approach is an evidence‑based intervention that
emphasizes multisensory phonics instruction. Practical application entails selecting interventions aligned
with identified student needs, implementing them with fidelity, and monitoring response data. Challenges
include navigating the plethora of interventions, ensuring that staff are trained to deliver them with fidelity,
and adapting evidence‑based strategies to diverse classroom contexts without compromising core
components.

Flexible Curriculum – A curriculum framework that allows teachers to adjust content, process, product, and
learning environment to meet diverse student needs while maintaining core standards. Related terms:
Adaptive Curriculum, Differentiated Instruction, Curriculum Design. A flexible curriculum might provide
optional extension activities for advanced learners and alternative representations for students with
language barriers. Practical application involves creating modular units, offering choice boards, and
embedding assessment checkpoints that inform subsequent adaptations. Challenges include preserving
coherence across adaptations, ensuring that all learners achieve the essential outcomes, and managing the
increased complexity of planning and documentation.
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Growth Mindset – The belief that abilities can be developed through dedication, effort, and effective
strategies. Related terms: Self‑Efficacy, Metacognition, Resilience. Promoting a growth mindset in diverse
classrooms encourages students to view challenges as opportunities for learning rather than as fixed
limitations. Practical application includes using language that emphasizes effort (“You improved your
reading fluency because you practiced”), providing specific feedback, and modeling perseverance.
Challenges involve counteracting fixed‑mindset messages that may be entrenched in cultural or familial
beliefs, ensuring that praise focuses on strategies rather than innate talent, and aligning growth‑mindset
practices with assessment expectations.

Individual Learning Plan (ILP) – A document that outlines a student’s personalized learning goals, preferred
pathways, and progress indicators, often used in secondary or post‑secondary contexts. Related terms:
Personalised Learning, Student Agency, Learning Contracts. An ILP may include academic targets, career
exploration activities, and accommodations for a student with dyscalculia, such as the use of a calculator for
complex computations. Practical application requires collaborative goal‑setting with the learner, regular
review meetings, and integration with school‑wide data systems. Challenges include ensuring that ILPs are
not merely paperwork, aligning ILP goals with mandated standards, and providing sufficient support for
students to self‑manage their learning trajectories.

Inclusive Assessment – Assessment practices that provide equitable opportunities for all learners to
demonstrate their knowledge, skills, and attitudes. Related terms: Universal Design for Assessment,
Differentiated Evaluation, Accessible Testing. Inclusive assessment might offer a student with a visual
impairment a tactile diagram instead of a printed chart, or allow a student with expressive language
difficulties to present findings through a video rather than a written report. Practical application involves
designing assessment tasks with multiple means of representation and expression, establishing clear rubrics,
and ensuring that accommodations are embedded rather than added as afterthoughts. Challenges include
maintaining consistency in scoring across varied formats, addressing concerns about comparability, and
training assessors to evaluate non‑traditional responses reliably.

Intervention Fidelity – The degree to which an instructional or therapeutic intervention is delivered as
intended by its developers. Related terms: Implementation Quality, Protocol Adherence, Treatment Integrity.
High fidelity ensures that outcomes can be attributed to the intervention itself rather than to variations in
delivery. For instance, a reading intervention program may require teachers to follow a specific script for
phonics instruction; deviations could reduce effectiveness. Practical application includes using checklists,
providing coaching, and conducting regular observations. Challenges involve balancing fidelity with
necessary adaptations for diverse learners, allocating time for monitoring, and addressing teacher resistance
to prescriptive protocols.

Learning Management System (LMS) – A digital platform that organizes, delivers, and tracks educational
content, assessments, and communication. Related terms: EdTech, Online Learning, Courseware. An LMS can
host adaptive modules, provide analytics on student progress, and facilitate differentiated resource
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distribution. Practical application involves uploading curriculum materials, setting up accessibility features,
and training both teachers and students on navigation. Challenges include ensuring that the LMS complies
with accessibility standards, integrating it with existing school systems, and preventing digital divide issues
that may disadvantage learners lacking reliable internet access.

Multilingual Learner (MLL) – A student who uses a language other than the dominant language of
instruction at home and may require language support services. Related terms: English Language Learner,
Bilingual Education, Language Acquisition. Curriculum adaptation for MLLs may include providing glossaries
in the home language, using visual supports, and offering opportunities for translanguaging. Practical
application involves coordinating with language specialists, aligning language objectives with content
standards, and using formative assessments to monitor language development. Challenges include limited
availability of qualified bilingual educators, balancing language development with content mastery, and
addressing sociocultural factors that influence language learning.

Peer‑Mediated Instruction – An instructional strategy where peers are trained to provide academic or social
support to classmates, fostering collaborative learning. Related terms: Cooperative Learning, Peer Tutoring,
Social Integration. In an inclusive classroom, a peer mentor may assist a student with autism in interpreting
social cues during group work. Practical application includes selecting appropriate peer mentors, providing
training on interaction strategies, and monitoring the effectiveness of peer support. Challenges involve
ensuring that peer mentors are prepared, preventing dependency, and safeguarding the dignity and
autonomy of both the mentor and the mentee.

Professional Development (PD) – Structured learning experiences designed to enhance educators’
knowledge, skills, and practices. Related terms: In‑service Training, Continuing Education, Capacity Building.
Effective PD for curriculum adaptation includes workshops on Universal Design for Learning, coaching on
data‑driven decision‑making, and collaborative planning sessions. Practical application requires aligning PD
goals with school improvement plans, providing follow‑up support, and evaluating impact on student
outcomes. Challenges include time constraints, varying levels of prior knowledge among staff, and
translating theoretical concepts into sustainable classroom practices.

Remedial Instruction – Targeted teaching aimed at addressing gaps in foundational knowledge or skills,
often delivered in smaller groups or individually. Related terms: Intervention, Catch‑Up Teaching,
Supplemental Support. A remedial reading program may focus on phonemic awareness for students who
have not mastered basic decoding. Practical application involves diagnosing specific deficits, selecting
evidence‑based strategies, and monitoring progress through frequent assessment. Challenges include
stigma associated with remediation, integrating remedial work without disrupting the regular curriculum,
and ensuring that interventions are sufficiently intensive to close learning gaps.

Restorative Practices – A set of strategies that focus on building community, repairing harm, and restoring
relationships after conflict or misbehavior. Related terms: Conflict Resolution, Positive Behaviour Support,
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Social Justice. In an inclusive setting, restorative circles can give students with communication difficulties a
structured platform to express feelings and negotiate solutions. Practical application includes training staff
in facilitation techniques, establishing clear restorative protocols, and integrating practices into daily
routines. Challenges involve shifting from punitive to restorative mindsets, ensuring consistency across staff,
and measuring the long‑term impact on school climate.

Scalable Intervention – An approach that can be expanded or reduced in intensity based on student
response, allowing for efficient allocation of resources. Related terms: Tiered Instruction, RTI, Adaptive
Support. A scalable reading program might begin with whole‑class instruction, add small‑group support for
those who need it, and provide intensive one‑on‑one tutoring for the most persistent readers. Practical
application requires clear criteria for moving between tiers, data systems to track progress, and staff
capacity to deliver interventions at each level. Challenges include maintaining fidelity across scales,
preventing bottlenecks at higher tiers, and ensuring that scaling does not dilute the quality of instruction.

Self‑Advocacy Skills – The abilities that enable learners to understand their own needs, communicate them
effectively, and seek appropriate accommodations. Related terms: Empowerment, Student Voice, Rights
Awareness. Teaching self‑advocacy may involve role‑playing conversations with teachers about preferred
accommodations or guiding students to complete accommodation request forms. Practical application
includes embedding self‑advocacy instruction in advisory periods, providing checklists, and modeling
effective communication. Challenges include varying levels of student confidence, cultural differences in
communication styles, and ensuring that self‑advocacy does not place undue responsibility on students for
systemic support.

Specialist Support Services – Professional services provided by experts such as speech‑language
pathologists, occupational therapists, or school psychologists, intended to address specific learner needs.
Related terms: Allied Health, Intervention Team, Support Staff. A speech‑language pathologist may work
with a student to develop articulation skills, while an occupational therapist may provide sensory integration
strategies for a student with sensory processing challenges. Practical application involves coordinating
schedules, integrating specialist recommendations into classroom routines, and documenting impact.
Challenges include limited availability of specialists, aligning specialist interventions with classroom
instruction, and navigating funding constraints.
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