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Certificate in Credit Risk Analytics in Python

Risk Modeling And Simulation

Absolute Risk — Related terms: relative risk, exposure, loss severity. A measure of the total monetary loss
expected from a credit exposure, expressed in currency units. Example: A $10 million loan with a 5%
probability of default yields an absolute risk of $500000. Practical use: Budgeting capital reserves.
Challenge: Requires accurate probability and exposure estimates.

Adverse Selection — Related terms: Moral hazard, information asymmetry, underwriting. Occurs when
borrowers with higher default risk are more likely to apply for credit, skewing the risk pool. Example:
Sub-prime mortgage applicants during a housing boom. Application: Adjusting credit scoring thresholds.
Challenge: Detecting hidden risk factors before loan approval.

Affine Transformation — Related terms: Linear scaling, data preprocessing, feature engineering. A
mathematical operation that scales and shifts data: X' =aX + b. Used to normalize credit scores or exposure
amounts for simulation inputs. Example: Converting a credit score range of 300-850 to a 0-1 scale.
Challenge: Preserving distribution characteristics.

Algorithmic Credit Scoring — Related terms: Logistic regression, machine learning, scorecard. Automated
models that assign probability of default (PD) based on borrower attributes. Example: A Python pipeline
using scikit-learn to train a gradient-boosted tree model. Application: Rapid underwriting decisions.
Challenge: Model interpretability and regulatory compliance.

Allocation of Capital — Related terms: Economic Capital, RAROC, risk-adjusted return. The process of
distributing a bank’s capital to business lines based on their risk contributions. Example: Allocating

$100 million of capital to retail, corporate, and sovereign portfolios proportional to their VaR. Practical use:
Ensuring solvency under Basel Ill. Challenge: Dynamic adjustments as risk profiles evolve.

Alpha-Stable Distribution — Related terms: Heavy-tail, Lévy flight, stable law. A family of probability
distributions that can model extreme credit losses with infinite variance. Example: Fitting loss data with a
a-stable model using the “stable” Python package. Application: Stress testing tail risk. Challenge: Parameter
estimation is computationally intensive.

Amplitude of Shock — Related terms: Stress scenario, macro shock, sensitivity analysis. The magnitude of an
exogenous event imposed on a simulation, such as a 30% GDP contraction. Example: Applying a shock to
unemployment rates in a credit portfolio model. Practical use: Assessing loss amplification. Challenge:
Calibrating realistic shock levels.

Annualized Default Rate (ADR) — Related terms: Cumulative default rate, hazard rate, survival analysis. The
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proportion of obligors that default in a year, expressed on an annual basis. Example: 2% ADR in a consumer
loan portfolio. Application: Benchmarking portfolio performance. Challenge: Converting multi-year
observations to a consistent annual metric.

ARIMA Model - Related terms: Time series, forecasting, Box-Jenkins. Autoregressive Integrated Moving
Average model used to predict macroeconomic variables that feed credit risk simulations. Example:
Forecasting unemployment using ARIMA(1,1,1) in Python'’s statsmodels. Practical use: Generating
forward-looking economic scenarios. Challenge: Model misspecification leads to biased forecasts.

Asset Correlation — Related terms: Default correlation, systematic risk, factor model. The degree to which
defaults of different obligors move together due to shared risk drivers. Example: A 0.25 Asset correlation
among corporate borrowers in a Basel Il model. Application: Portfolio VaR calculation. Challenge: Estimating
correlation for low-default portfolios.

Asymptotic Single-Risk Factor (ASRF) Model — Related terms: Basel I, systematic factor, granularity
adjustment. A theoretical framework that approximates portfolio credit risk using one systemic factor and
an infinite number of small exposures. Example: Computing capital requirement for a retail loan book using
the ASRF formula. Practical use: Regulatory capital calculation. Challenge: Granularity error for concentrated
portfolios.

Back-testing — Related terms: Model validation, out-of-sample testing, performance metrics. Comparing
model-predicted losses or PDs against realized outcomes to assess accuracy. Example: Plotting predicted vs.
Actual default rates over a 12-month horizon. Application: Validating PD models. Challenge: Limited default
events reduce statistical power.

Base-Case Scenario — Related terms: Reference scenario, benchmark, deterministic forecast. The default set
of macroeconomic and market assumptions used in a simulation before stress shocks are applied. Example:
A 2% GDP growth, 3% inflation scenario for 2025. Use: Establishing a neutral performance expectation.
Challenge: Ensuring the base case reflects realistic expectations.

Bootstrap Resampling — Related terms: Monte Carlo, empirical distribution, confidence interval. A statistical
technique that draws repeated samples with replacement from observed loss data to estimate the
distribution of a statistic. Example: Generating 10000 bootstrapped loss aggregates to compute 99.9% VaR.
Application: Non-parametric risk estimation. Challenge: Dependence structures may be ignored without
proper block bootstrapping.

Bucketed PD — Related terms: Rating grades, score bands, exposure-weighted average. Grouping of obligors
by similar probability of default to simplify modeling and reporting. Example: Assigning all borrowers with
scores 650-700 to a 1.2% PD bucket. Practical use: Creating a credit risk scorecard. Challenge: Bucket
boundaries can create artificial discontinuities.
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Capital Adequacy Ratio (CAR) — Related terms: Tier 1 capital, risk-weighted assets, Basel lll. Ratio of a bank’s
capital to its risk-weighted assets, indicating solvency. Example: A CAR of 12 % exceeds the regulatory
minimum of 8 %. Use: Monitoring regulatory compliance. Challenge: Accurate risk-weight calculations under
changing risk profiles.

Cash Flow at Risk (CFaR) — Related terms: Liquidity risk, Monte Carlo simulation, cash-flow projection. The
potential shortfall in cash inflows/outflows over a horizon at a given confidence level. Example: 95% CFaR of
$5million for a loan portfolio over 12 months. Application: Liquidity planning. Challenge: Integrating
stochastic interest rates and prepayment behavior.

Cholesky Decomposition — Related terms: Covariance matrix, factorization, simulation. A matrix factorization
technique that transforms correlated random variables into independent ones for Monte Carlo simulation.
Example: Generating correlated default indicators using the Cholesky factor of the asset-correlation matrix.
Use: Efficient scenario generation. Challenge: Matrix must be positive-definite; numerical instability can
arise.

Cluster Analysis — Related terms: Unsupervised learning, segmentation, k-means. Grouping obligors with
similar risk characteristics to identify homogeneous risk segments. Example: Applying k-means to borrower
income, debt-to-income, and credit utilization to form three clusters. Application: Targeted risk pricing.
Challenge: Selecting the appropriate number of clusters and interpreting results.

Co-integration — Related terms: Time-series, long-run equilibrium, vector error correction model. Statistical
property where two or more non-stationary series move together over time, useful for macro-economic
scenario generation. Example: Co-integrating housing prices and interest rates to preserve long-run
relationships in stress scenarios. Use: Realistic joint simulations. Challenge: Identifying stable co-integrating
vectors.

Conditional Default Probability — Related terms: PD, conditional on macro factor, Bayesian update. The
probability that an obligor defaults given a particular realization of a systematic factor. Example: A 3% PD
when the systemic factor is -1.5 Standard deviations. Application: Scenario-based loss estimation. Challenge:
Requires accurate factor loadings.

Credit Conversion Factor (CCF) — Related terms: Off-balance-sheet exposure, credit line, utilization.
Percentage of a contingent credit facility expected to be drawn under stress. Example: A 75 % CCF applied
to a $10million revolving credit line. Use: Converting undrawn commitments to exposure equivalents.
Challenge: Determining appropriate CCF for different product types.

Credit Default Swap (CDS) — Related terms: Credit derivative, spread, protection seller. A contract that
transfers credit risk of a reference entity in exchange for periodic payments. Example: A 150bp CDS spread
on a corporate bond indicates market-perceived default risk. Application: Hedging portfolio credit
exposure. Challenge: Basis risk between CDS and underlying loan portfolio.
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Credit Migration Matrix — Related terms: Rating transition, Markov chain, default probability. A matrix that
quantifies the probability of moving from one credit rating to another over a time horizon. Example: A
5-year matrix showing a 0.5 % Chance of AAA to default. Use: Forecasting future rating distributions.
Challenge: Ensuring matrix stability and handling rating withdrawals.

Credit Portfolio Model — Related terms: Loss distribution, exposure-at-default, default correlation. A
quantitative framework that aggregates individual obligor risks into a portfolio-level loss distribution.
Example: A Gaussian copula model implemented in Python to simulate portfolio losses. Application: Capital
allocation, stress testing. Challenge: Capturing tail dependence and concentration risk.

Credit Risk Adjusted Return on Capital (CRAROC) — Related terms: RAROC, risk-adjusted performance,
profitability. Ratio of risk-adjusted profit to allocated capital, measuring how much return is earned per unit
of credit risk. Example: A CRAROC of 12% for a corporate loan book. Use: Performance benchmarking.
Challenge: Determining appropriate risk-adjusted profit components.

Credit Spread — Related terms: Yield spread, risk premium, bond pricing. Difference between the yield of a
corporate bond and a risk-free benchmark, reflecting credit risk. Example: A 200 bp spread over Treasuries
for a BBB-rated issuer. Application: Market-based PD estimation. Challenge: Spreads can be volatile and
influenced by liquidity.

Cross-Default Clause — Related terms: Covenant, trigger event, credit agreement. Provision that triggers a
default on one obligation if the borrower defaults on another. Example: A loan agreement that declares
default if a related party defaults on a separate loan. Use: Protecting lenders from contagion. Challenge:
Monitoring related obligations.

Default Correlation — Related terms: Asset correlation, copula, joint default probability. Measure of the
likelihood that two obligors default together beyond what would be expected if they were independent.
Example: A 0.15 Default correlation among sovereign borrowers. Application: Portfolio VaR estimation.
Challenge: Limited data for low-default entities.

Default Frequency (DF) — Related terms: Default rate, hazard rate, survival analysis. Number of defaults
observed per unit of exposure over a given period. Example: 0.8 % DF for a retail credit card portfolio in a
year. Use: Trend analysis. Challenge: Distinguishing between cyclical and structural drivers.

Default Lag — Related terms: Reporting delay, cure period, default definition. Time interval between a
borrower missing a payment and the official classification of default. Example: A 90-day default lag for
commercial loans. Application: Aligning model PDs with accounting standards. Challenge: Lag length
influences observed default rates.

Default Probability (PD) — Related terms: Credit scoring, hazard rate, rating. Likelihood that an obligor will
fail to meet contractual obligations within a specified time horizon. Example: A 1.5% Annual PD for a
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small-business loan. Use: Input for loss-given-default calculations. Challenge: Calibrating PDs to reflect both
historical data and forward-looking information.

Default Rate Curve — Related terms: Term structure, maturity, survival function. PDs expressed as a function
of time to maturity, showing how risk evolves over the loan life. Example: A curve rising from 0.5% At 1year
to 4% at 10years. Application: Pricing long-dated credit products. Challenge: Curve smoothing and
extrapolation beyond observed maturities.

Deterministic Stress Scenario — Related terms: Macro shock, scenario analysis, forward-looking stress test. A
predefined set of macroeconomic and market variables used to evaluate portfolio performance under
adverse conditions. Example: A 5% unemployment increase, 2 % GDP contraction, and 150 bp rise in CDS
spreads. Use: Regulatory stress testing. Challenge: Selecting realistic yet severe scenarios.

Discrete-Time Markov Chain — Related terms: Transition matrix, state space, stochastic process. A model
where credit ratings evolve in discrete steps with probabilities defined by a transition matrix. Example:
Simulating rating migrations over annual intervals. Application: Forecasting future rating distributions.
Challenge: Assuming memoryless property may oversimplify real dynamics.

Discounted Cash Flow (DCF) Model — Related terms: Present value, discount rate, cash-flow projection.
Valuation technique that discounts expected future cash flows to today’s terms using a risk-adjusted rate.
Example: Valuing a loan using a 6 % discount rate reflecting credit risk. Use: Loan pricing and profitability
analysis. Challenge: Estimating appropriate discount rates for high-risk borrowers.

Distance-to-Default (DD) — Related terms: Merton model, structural credit risk, default barrier. Metric
derived from a firm's asset value volatility and leverage, representing how many standard deviations the
firm is from default. Example: A DD of 2.5 Indicates a low probability of default. Challenge: Requires reliable
market data for asset volatility.

Distribution Fitting — Related terms: Parametric model, goodness-of-fit, likelihood. Process of selecting a
probability distribution that best describes observed loss data. Example: Fitting a log-normal distribution to
loss-given-default amounts using maximum likelihood estimation. Use: Tail risk modeling. Challenge:
Over-fitting and selecting inappropriate families for heavy-tailed data.

Economic Capital (EC) — Related terms: Regulatory capital, unexpected loss, risk appetite. Capital amount set
aside to cover unexpected losses at a chosen confidence level, reflecting the bank’s risk tolerance. Example:
$150 Million EC for a corporate loan portfolio at 99.9% Confidence. Application: Internal risk budgeting.
Challenge: Aligning EC with business strategy and market conditions.

Elasticity of Credit Supply — Related terms: Credit availability, demand elasticity, macro impact. Measure of
how sensitive credit supply is to changes in interest rates or economic conditions. Example: A 0.3 Elasticity
indicating a 10 % rate increase reduces loan supply by 3 %. Use: Macro-stress scenario calibration.
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Challenge: Estimating elasticity across heterogeneous borrower segments.

Empirical Bayes Method — Related terms: Hierarchical modeling, shrinkage estimator, posterior distribution.
Statistical technique that combines prior information with observed data to improve PD estimates,
especially for low-frequency segments. Example: Applying Empirical Bayes to smooth PDs for niche industry
exposures. Application: Stabilizing rating-grade PDs. Challenge: Choosing appropriate priors.

Exposure at Default (EAD) — Related terms: Credit exposure, utilization, CCF. Amount outstanding that a
borrower is expected to owe at the time of default. Example: A $200k loan with 80 % utilization yields an
EAD of $160k. Challenge: Projecting future drawdowns on revolving facilities.

Expected Loss (EL) — Related terms: PD, LGD, EAD, risk-weighted assets. The average loss a lender
anticipates over a horizon, calculated as EL = PD x LGD x EAD. Example: A 2% PD, 40% LGD, and $1 million
EAD results in EL of $8000. Application: Provisioning and pricing. Challenge: Accurate estimation of each
component under changing conditions.

Factor Model — Related terms: Systematic risk, principal component analysis, common driver. Statistical
model that explains asset returns or default behavior using a set of underlying factors. Example: A
two-factor model using GDP growth and interest rate spread to drive corporate PDs. Use: Reducing
dimensionality of large portfolios. Challenge: Factor selection and stability over time.

Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) Method — Related terms: Convolution, characteristic function, loss distribution.
Numerical technique that computes the distribution of portfolio losses by transforming the probability
generating function. Example: Applying FFT to aggregate loss distribution of a large loan book. Application:
Efficient VaR computation. Challenge: Handling discretization error and large loss values.

Financial Stress Test — Related terms: Scenario analysis, macro shock, regulatory requirement. Exercise that
evaluates a bank’s resilience under severe but plausible adverse economic conditions. Example: A stress test
imposing a 10 % GDP decline and a 300 bp increase in sovereign spreads. Use: Capital adequacy assessment.
Challenge: Translating macro shocks into micro-level credit impacts.

Fine-Grained Segmentation — Related terms: Clustering, rating buckets, risk differentiation. Detailed
classification of borrowers based on numerous attributes to capture heterogeneity. Example: Segmenting
SME borrowers by sector, size, and profitability into 20 distinct groups. Application: Tailored pricing and risk
limits. Challenge: Data sparsity for small segments.

Gaussian Copula — Related terms: Dependence structure, tail correlation, joint distribution. A statistical tool
that links marginal loss distributions using a multivariate normal dependence structure. Example: Modeling
joint default probabilities of a portfolio using a Gaussian copula with correlation 0.3. Use: Monte Carlo
simulation of correlated defaults. Challenge: Underestimates extreme co-movements (tail dependence).

Read online: https://shortcourses.Isibonline.com/glossaries/4891143/ London School of International Business - 25 Jun 2026
risk-modeling-and-simulation



LSIB

London School of

International
Business, U.K.

Generalized Linear Model (GLM) — Related terms: Logistic regression, link function, regression analysis. A
flexible regression framework that relates a linear predictor to a response variable via a link function.

Example: Fitting a GLM with a logit link to estimate PD based on borrower covariates. Application: Credit
scoring model development. Challenge: Selecting appropriate predictors and handling multicollinearity.

Graceful Degradation — Related terms: Model robustness, fallback, contingency. Design principle where a
risk model retains functionality under data loss or computational constraints. Example: A model that
switches to a simpler factor approach when high-frequency market data is unavailable. Use: Ensuring
continuity during system outages. Challenge: Maintaining accuracy of the degraded model.

Granularity Adjustment — Related terms: Concentration risk, ASRF model, Basel Il. Correction applied to the
ASRF capital formula to account for finite portfolio size and exposure concentration. Example: Adding a
granularity term that raises capital by 0.5% For a portfolio with a few large loans. Application: More
accurate regulatory capital. Challenge: Calculating the adjustment for heterogeneous exposures.

Growth-At-Risk (GaR) — Related terms: Forward-looking risk, macro-scenario, economic capital. Metric that
quantifies the potential shortfall in a bank’s earnings growth under adverse scenarios. Example: A GaR of
-15% indicating earnings could fall 15% in a severe recession. Use: Strategic planning. Challenge: Linking
macro shocks to revenue and cost drivers.

Hazard Rate — Related terms: Intensity function, survival analysis, default intensity. Instantaneous probability
of default at a given time conditional on survival up to that point. Example: A hazard rate of 0.02 Per year
for a corporate bond. Application: Continuous-time credit risk models. Challenge: Estimating time-varying
hazard rates from limited data.

Historical Simulation — Related terms: Non-parametric, bootstrapping, empirical distribution. Technique that
uses past observations of risk factors to generate future scenarios without assuming a parametric
distribution. Example: Re-sampling 20years of GDP growth to simulate future credit losses. Use: Stress
testing and VaR estimation. Challenge: Historical data may not capture future extreme events.

Homogeneous Portfolio Assumption — Related terms: ASRF, granularity, diversification. Simplification that
treats all exposures as identical in size and risk parameters, facilitating analytical solutions. Example:
Assuming a retail loan book of identical $10k loans with the same PD. Application: Quick capital estimation.
Challenge: Unrealistic for real-world portfolios with concentration.

In-Sample Fit — Related terms: Over-fitting, training data, goodness-of-fit. Assessment of how well a model
explains the data it was calibrated on. Example: A logistic model achieving a 85% AUC on the training set.

Use: Initial model diagnostics. Challenge: High in-sample performance may not translate to out-of-sample
accuracy.

Interest Rate Gap Analysis — Related terms: Repricing risk, duration, asset-liability mismatch. Examination of
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mismatches between the timing of interest-bearing assets and liabilities. Example: A 6-month gap indicating
exposure to rate changes in the near term. Application: Managing earnings volatility. Challenge:
Incorporating optionality and prepayment behavior.

Joint Default Probability — Related terms: Default correlation, copula, multivariate distribution. Probability
that two or more obligors default within the same time horizon. Example: A 0.02 Joint default probability for
two sovereign borrowers. Use: Portfolio risk aggregation. Challenge: Limited joint default data for
calibration.

Kaplan-Meier Estimator — Related terms: Survival function, censoring, non-parametric. Statistic that
estimates the probability of survival (non-default) over time, handling right-censored observations. Example:
Estimating a survival curve for a loan portfolio with early prepayments. Application: Time-to-default analysis.
Challenge: Assumes independence between censoring and default.

Kurtosis — Related terms: Tail heaviness, skewness, distribution shape. Measure of the “tailedness” of a
probability distribution; higher kurtosis indicates more extreme outcomes. Example: Loss data with kurtosis
of 6 suggests heavy tails. Use: Selecting appropriate loss distribution models. Challenge: Sample kurtosis
can be unstable with few observations.

Lagged Variable — Related terms: Time series, autocorrelation, feature engineering. Variable that represents
a past value of a data series, used to capture dynamics in modeling. Example: Using last quarter’s
unemployment rate as a lagged predictor for PD. Application: Improving forecast accuracy. Challenge:
Selecting appropriate lag length.

Loss Given Default (LGD) — Related terms: Recovery rate, collateral, severity. Portion of exposure that is not
recovered after default, expressed as a percentage of EAD. Example: An LGD of 45 % for unsecured
consumer loans. Use: Component of expected loss calculation. Challenge: LGD varies with macro conditions
and recovery processes.

Loss Distribution — Related terms: Probability density, tail risk, VaR. Statistical representation of possible loss
outcomes for a portfolio over a given horizon. Example: A distribution showing a 99.9% VaR of $12 million.
Application: Capital planning and risk reporting. Challenge: Accurately modeling extreme tail events.

Loss Severity Model — Related terms: LGD, recovery, statistical distribution. Model that predicts the size of
loss relative to exposure when default occurs. Example: Fitting a beta distribution to historical LGD data.
Use: Monte Carlo simulation of loss amounts. Challenge: Incorporating macro-dependent LGD behavior.

Macroeconomic Scenario Generator (MESG) — Related terms: Stochastic simulation, stress testing, factor
model. Tool that produces coherent paths for macro variables (GDP, unemployment, inflation) used in credit
risk simulations. Example: Generating 10000 joint scenarios using a vector autoregressive model.
Application: Forward-looking portfolio risk assessment. Challenge: Preserving realistic correlations and
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volatilities.

Margin of Error — Related terms: Confidence interval, statistical precision, sample size. Range within which
an estimated parameter (e.G., PD) is expected to fall with a given confidence level. Example: A 95%
confidence interval for PD of 1.2% + 0.3 %. Use: Reporting model uncertainty. Challenge: Larger margins for
low-default segments.

Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) - Related terms: Bayesian inference, Gibbs sampler, posterior
distribution. Computational algorithm that draws samples from complex probability distributions by
constructing a Markov chain. Example: Using MCMC to estimate posterior PDs for rare-event categories.
Application: Hierarchical credit risk models. Challenge: Convergence diagnostics and computational cost.

Monte Carlo Simulation — Related terms: Stochastic modeling, random sampling, scenario analysis.
Technique that generates a large number of random outcomes to approximate the distribution of a risk
metric. Example: Simulating 100000 paths of default events to compute portfolio VaR. Use: Flexible risk
estimation. Challenge: Ensuring sufficient sample size for stable tail estimates.

Multivariate Normal Distribution — Related terms: Gaussian copula, correlation matrix, joint modeling.
Distribution describing a set of continuous variables with specified means, variances, and covariances.
Example: Modeling correlated asset returns for a credit portfolio. Application: Generating systematic risk
factors. Challenge: Inability to capture tail dependence.

Non-Parametric Estimation — Related terms: Kernel density, empirical distribution, bootstrap. Estimation
approach that does not assume a specific functional form for the underlying distribution. Example: Using
kernel smoothing to estimate PD density from observed defaults. Use: Flexible modeling of unknown
shapes. Challenge: Bandwidth selection and boundary bias.

Obligor-Specific Factor — Related terms: Idiosyncratic risk, asset return, systematic factor. Random variable
that captures the unique credit risk of an individual borrower, independent of common drivers. Example:
Drawing an idiosyncratic shock for each loan in a simulation. Application: Generating realistic default
outcomes. Challenge: Calibrating variance of idiosyncratic component.

Operational Risk — Related terms: Process failure, fraud, Basel lll. Risk of loss resulting from inadequate or
failed internal processes, people, systems, or external events. Example: A cyber-attack causing data breach
and credit loss. Use: Complementary to credit risk management. Challenge: Integrating operational risk with
credit risk capital calculations.

Out-of-Sample Validation — Related terms: Back-testing, hold-out set, predictive performance. Evaluation of
a model's predictive ability on data not used during calibration. Example: Testing a PD model on a
subsequent year's defaults. Application: Confirming model robustness.

Read online: https://shortcourses.Isibonline.com/glossaries/4891143/ London School of International Business - 25 Jun 2026
risk-modeling-and-simulation



LSIB

London School of

International
Business, U.K.

Parameter Uncertainty — Related terms: Confidence interval, Bayesian prior, model risk. Uncertainty arising
from estimation error in model parameters such as PD, LGD, or correlation. Example: A 10 % standard error
on the estimated asset correlation. Use: Stress testing model inputs. Challenge: Propagating uncertainty
through simulation.

Partial Correlation — Related terms: Conditional independence, correlation matrix, factor analysis. Correlation
between two variables after removing the effect of other variables. Example: Measuring the correlation
between loan default and unemployment controlling for GDP growth. Application: Identifying direct risk
drivers. Challenge: Requires sufficient data for stable estimates.

Portfolio Concentration Risk — Related terms: Granularity, exposure limits, single-name risk. Risk arising from
large exposures to a single obligor, sector, or geographic region. Example: A $200 million exposure to one
sovereign issuer representing 20 % of total assets. Use: Setting concentration limits. Challenge: Modeling
concentration effects on tail loss.

Probability of Default Curve (PD Curve) — Related terms: Rating curve, term structure, survival analysis.
Graphical representation of PD as a function of borrower rating or score. Example: A PD curve showing
0.1% For score 800 and 5% for score 500. Application: Pricing and risk segmentation. Challenge: Smoothing
irregularities in observed default rates.

Quantile Regression — Related terms: Conditional quantile, asymmetric loss, tail modeling. Regression
technique that estimates the conditional quantile of a response variable, useful for modeling extreme
losses. Example: Estimating the 95th percentile of LGD given borrower characteristics. Use: Robust tail risk
estimation. Challenge: Selecting appropriate quantile levels and handling censoring.

Rating Transition Matrix — Related terms: Credit migration, Markov chain, default probability. Matrix that
records the probabilities of moving between credit ratings over a fixed horizon. Example: A matrix showing
90 % probability of staying in AA, 5% moving to A, and 5% to default. Challenge: Ensuring matrix
consistency and handling rating withdrawals.

Recovery Rate — Related terms: LGD, collateral, salvage value. Portion of exposure that is recovered after
default, expressed as a percentage of EAD. Example: A 55% recovery on a secured loan. Use: Converting
LGD to recovery for pricing. Challenge: Recovery rates are volatile and correlated with macro conditions.

Regulatory Capital — Related terms: Basellll, risk-weighted assets, minimum capital requirement. Minimum
amount of capital that regulators require banks to hold against credit, market, and operational risks.
Example: A 8% regulatory capital ratio for a bank’s risk-weighted assets. Application: Compliance
monitoring. Challenge: Aligning internal risk models with regulatory formulas.

Risk-Adjusted Return on Capital (RAROC) — Related terms: CRAROC, profitability, risk weighting. Ratio of
risk-adjusted profit to allocated capital, used to evaluate the profitability of credit activities. Example: A
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RAROC of 14 % for a corporate loan book. Use: Performance benchmarking and pricing decisions.
Challenge: Selecting appropriate risk adjustments for profit.

Risk Appetite — Related terms: Risk tolerance, limit framework, governance. The amount and type of risk an
institution is willing to accept in pursuit of its objectives. Example: A risk appetite statement limiting
portfolio VaR to $10million. Application: Guiding risk limits and capital allocation. Challenge: Translating
qualitative appetite into quantitative metrics.

Risk Factor — Related terms: Systematic driver, macro variable, latent variable. Underlying variable that
influences the credit quality of multiple obligors, such as GDP growth or interest rates. Example: Using
unemployment as a risk factor in a credit portfolio model. Use: Building factor-based simulations. Challenge:
Capturing non-linear effects and interactions.

Risk-Weighted Asset (RWA) — Related terms: Regulatory capital, risk weighting, Basel lll. Asset amount
multiplied by a risk weight reflecting its credit risk, used to determine required capital. Example: A

$100 million loan with a 100 % risk weight yields $100 million RWA. Application: Capital planning. Challenge:
Accurate risk weight assignment for new products.

Scenario Analysis — Related terms: Stress testing, deterministic scenario, macro shock. Process of evaluating
portfolio performance under a set of predefined or hypothetical conditions. Example: Assessing losses
under a “severe recession” scenario with 8 % unemployment. Use: Strategic risk assessment. Challenge:
Selecting plausible yet severe scenarios.

Sector Concentration Index — Related terms: Herfindahl-Hirschman Index, diversification, exposure
distribution. Numerical measure of how concentrated a portfolio’s exposures are within industry sectors.
Example: An HHI of 0.18 Indicating moderate sector concentration. Application: Monitoring diversification
limits. Challenge: Updating sector definitions and exposures in real time.

Sharpe Ratio — Related terms: Risk-adjusted performance, excess return, volatility. Metric that compares the
excess return of an investment to its standard deviation, often adapted for credit portfolios. Example: A
Sharpe ratio of 0.6 For a loan portfolio relative to the risk-free rate. Use: Evaluating risk-adjusted
profitability. Challenge: Incorporating non-normal loss distributions.

Shifted Log-Normal Distribution — Related terms: Loss severity, skewness, transformation. Log-normal
distribution that is shifted by a constant to accommodate zero or negative loss values. Example: Fitting a
shifted log-normal to LGD data with a minimum LGD of 0.2. Application: Modeling loss severity with a lower
bound. Challenge: Selecting appropriate shift parameter.

Simulation Horizon — Related terms: Time horizon, projection period, forward-looking analysis. Length of
time over which risk simulations are performed. Example: A 5-year horizon for credit loss simulation. Use:
Aligning with reporting and regulatory requirements. Challenge: Longer horizons increase uncertainty and
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computational load.

Stochastic Process — Related terms: Random walk, diffusion, time series. Mathematical object representing a
collection of random variables indexed by time, used to model evolving risk factors. Example: Modeling
interest rates with a Vasicek stochastic process. Application: Generating realistic scenario paths. Challenge:
Calibrating drift and volatility parameters.

Stress-Testing Framework — Related terms: Regulatory stress test, scenario analysis, risk governance.
Structured set of methodologies, data, and governance processes for conducting stress tests. Example: A
framework that defines scenario design, mapping to credit risk models, and reporting templates. Use:
Ensuring consistency and regulatory compliance. Challenge: Maintaining flexibility for ad-hoc scenarios.

Survival Function — Related terms: Hazard rate, cumulative distribution, Kaplan-Meier. Probability that a
borrower survives (does not default) beyond a given time. Example: A survival probability of 0.97 After
12 months. Application: Time-to-default modeling. Challenge: Handling censored observations.

Synthetic Credit Portfolio — Related terms: Virtual portfolio, stress testing, scenario generation. Constructed
portfolio that mimics the risk characteristics of a real portfolio for testing or benchmarking purposes.
Example: Creating a synthetic portfolio using publicly available rating-grade exposure data. Use: Model
validation when proprietary data is unavailable. Challenge: Ensuring synthetic portfolio faithfully represents
real-world risk.

Systematic Risk Factor — Related terms: Macro driver, common factor, asset correlation. Risk driver that
affects many obligors simultaneously, such as a recession or interest-rate shock. Example: A systematic
factor representing GDP growth used in a factor model. Application: Modeling correlated defaults.
Challenge: Capturing non-linear impacts and interactions with idiosyncratic risk.

Tail Dependence — Related terms: Copula, extreme co-movement, heavy tail. Measure of the likelihood that
extreme values occur simultaneously in multiple variables. Example: A Gumbel copula exhibiting strong
upper tail dependence among sovereign defaults. Use: Modeling joint extreme credit events. Challenge:
Data scarcity in the tail region.

Threshold Model — Related terms: Latent variable, binary outcome, probit. Model that assumes a latent
continuous variable determines a binary outcome such as default when it exceeds a threshold. Example: A
probit model where the latent credit quality variable crosses zero to trigger default. Application: Estimating
PDs with limited data. Challenge: Selecting appropriate threshold and distribution.

Time-Varying PD — Related terms: Dynamic model, hazard rate, macro conditioning. Probability of default
that changes over time in response to evolving risk factors. Example: A PD that rises from 1% to 3% as
unemployment worsens. Use: Forward-looking credit risk assessment. Challenge: Calibrating the dynamics
without over-fitting.
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Top-Down Approach — Related terms: Macro-driven, aggregate model, hierarchical modeling. Modeling
strategy that starts with aggregate portfolio risk and then decomposes it into individual exposures. Example:
Estimating overall portfolio VaR and allocating it to obligors using risk-based weights. Application: Quick
portfolio-level risk estimates. Challenge: Loss of granularity for detailed pricing.

Transaction Cost Adjustment — Related terms: Bid-ask spread, liquidity premium, pricing. Incorporating the
cost of executing trades or loan origination into credit pricing models. Example: Adding a 20 bp transaction
cost to the loan spread. Use: Ensuring profitability after execution costs. Challenge: Estimating dynamic
transaction costs across markets.

Tranche Structure — Related terms: Securitization, waterfall, seniority.
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