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Professional Certificate in Mortuary Science

Funeral Service Law and Ethics

Funeral Service Law and Ethics

Funeral Service Law and Ethics are essential components of the Professional Certificate in Mortuary Science,
providing students with a comprehensive understanding of the legal and ethical considerations involved in
funeral service practices. This glossary aims to define key terms, concepts, and acronyms related to Funeral
Service Law and Ethics to enhance students' knowledge in this field.

1. Advance Directive

An advance directive is a legal document that specifies an individual's healthcare preferences in the event
that they are unable to communicate their wishes. This document may include instructions regarding life-
sustaining treatments, organ donation, and funeral arrangements.

2. Bereavement

Bereavement refers to the state of sorrow and mourning following the death of a loved one. Funeral service
professionals play a crucial role in providing support and guidance to individuals experiencing
bereavement.

3. Burial
Burial is the process of interring a deceased individual's body in the ground. It is a common method of
disposition in many cultures and religions.

4. Casket
A casket is a rectangular container used to hold a deceased individual's body for burial or cremation.
Caskets are typically made of wood, metal, or fiberglass and come in various styles and designs.

5. Cremation

Cremation is the process of reducing a deceased individual's body to ashes through high-temperature
burning. It is an alternative to traditional burial and is becoming increasingly popular for its cost-
effectiveness and environmental benefits.

6. Death Certificate
A death certificate is an official document issued by a medical examiner or attending physician that certifies
the cause of death. It is a crucial legal document required for burial or cremation arrangements.

7. Embalming
Embalming is the process of preserving a deceased individual's body through chemical treatment. It is
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commonly performed to delay decomposition and enhance the deceased's appearance for viewing during a
funeral service.

8. Ethics

Ethics refer to a set of moral principles and values that guide individuals' behavior and decision-making.
Funeral service professionals must adhere to ethical standards to ensure the dignity and respect of the
deceased and their families.

9. Funeral Director

A funeral director is a licensed professional responsible for overseeing funeral arrangements, coordinating
services, and providing support to the deceased's family. Funeral directors play a crucial role in ensuring
that funeral services are conducted with care and sensitivity.

10. Funeral Home

A funeral home is a facility where funeral services are conducted, and deceased individuals are prepared for
burial or cremation. Funeral homes typically offer a range of services, including embalming, casket selection,
and funeral planning.

11. Grief
Grief is a natural response to loss, including the death of a loved one. Funeral service professionals are
trained to support individuals experiencing grief and provide compassionate care during difficult times.

12. Informed Consent

Informed consent is a legal and ethical principle that requires individuals to fully understand the risks and
benefits of a medical procedure or treatment before giving their consent. Funeral service professionals must
obtain informed consent from the deceased's family for any services provided.

13. Mortuary Science

Mortuary science is the study and practice of funeral service, including embalming, cremation, burial, and
funeral planning. Professionals in the field of mortuary science are trained to provide compassionate care to
the deceased and their families.

14. Next of Kin

The next of kin is the closest living relative of a deceased individual, typically a spouse, parent, or child.
Funeral service professionals must work closely with the next of kin to make funeral arrangements and
ensure that the deceased's wishes are honored.

15. Obituary

An obituary is a published notice announcing the death of an individual and providing details about their
life and funeral arrangements. Funeral service professionals may assist families in writing and publishing
obituaries in local newspapers or online platforms.
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16. Pallbearer

A pallbearer is an individual responsible for carrying the casket during a funeral service or burial. Pallbearers
are often close friends or family members of the deceased and play a symbolic role in honoring the
deceased's memory.

17. Preneed Funeral Arrangements

Preneed funeral arrangements are funeral plans made in advance of an individual's death. These
arrangements may include selecting a casket, burial plot, or funeral service preferences to ease the burden
on the deceased's family during a difficult time.

18. Repatriation

Repatriation is the process of returning a deceased individual's body to their country of origin for burial or
cremation. Funeral service professionals may assist with repatriation services for individuals who wish to be
laid to rest in their homeland.

19. Trust Fund

A trust fund is a financial account established to hold funds for preneed funeral arrangements. Funeral
service professionals may recommend setting up a trust fund to ensure that funds are available to cover
funeral expenses when the time comes.

20. Urn

An urn is a container used to hold a deceased individual's cremated remains. Urns come in various sizes and
designs and may be displayed at a funeral service or kept in a memorial location chosen by the deceased's
family.

21. Visitation

Visitation is a time set aside for family and friends to pay their respects to the deceased and offer
condolences to the grieving family. Funeral service professionals may coordinate visitation hours as part of
the funeral service arrangements.

22. Will

A will is a legal document that specifies an individual's wishes regarding the distribution of their assets and
possessions after death. Funeral service professionals may work with the deceased's family to ensure that
their funeral wishes are included in their will.

23. Xerostomia

Xerostomia, also known as dry mouth, is a common side effect of certain medications or medical conditions.
Funeral service professionals should be aware of xerostomia when preparing a deceased individual for
viewing, as it may affect their appearance and comfort.

24. Yahrzeit
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Yahrzeit is a Jewish custom of commemorating the anniversary of a loved one's death by lighting a
memorial candle and reciting prayers. Funeral service professionals may assist Jewish families in observing
the yahrzeit tradition as part of funeral service planning.

25. Zealous Advocacy

Zealous advocacy is a legal and ethical principle that requires attorneys to vigorously represent their clients'
interests within the bounds of the law. Funeral service professionals should demonstrate zealous advocacy
in advocating for the deceased's wishes and ensuring that funeral arrangements are carried out with
integrity.

This glossary of terms related to Funeral Service Law and Ethics provides a comprehensive overview of key
concepts and practices in the field of mortuary science. By familiarizing themselves with these terms,
students can enhance their understanding of the legal and ethical considerations involved in providing
compassionate care to the deceased and their families.
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